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To the Supream Authority , the 
Parliament of the Common-wealth of Eng- 
land, and the Dominions thereof, 


Have in this ſmall Treatiſe been (at leaſt) endea- 
uorring to prepare and preſent wnto you a [nbj:lt of 
higheſt Concermnent at this 4s (LE. ) rightly io 

. ſever and difingniſh between the emereſt k) Chriſt 

= andthe Magiſtrates, or Powers of thic world , 'in 

matters relating to Government , it having been the anhappy 
part of moſt of the Powers of this world to sntermix and mingle 
ther Power with that which the Lord bath reſerved to honiſtify 

(i,e.) Rule and Dommion im Divine Things, in ard ever the #0%-: 

ciences of meny which is (alone) the Lords Prerogative enthao 

{iti le Kingdom be hath reſerved to himſelf © ] bad prepared it be= 

fore,but now preſent it wnto you, whom(after fo long emyr ing from 


veſſel to veſſel ) [may ſuppoſe are made willing ro be acquarmed 

" with the Lords mind, and your duty or work in this nwatter winch 
i to ler the oppreſſed go free. 

I have no gronnd to queſtion but that many(if not moſt) among 

you in this day of light, are principled inthis t'uth already; yes 

\ (1 ſuppefſe) this pror /abour of him that truly loves Truth and 

Peace, with the true Goſpel- liberty, may be both accepted and of 

uſe, if not #6 inform, y:t to confirm in atruth of [ſuch importance. 

I have in this Trea::ſe endeavonred truly to ſtate the '/agiſtrates 

art, (as to Govemrnent) and the Lords, and cleared thu, Thad 

HK Byule cm Divine things belongs only to the Lord, aud in civil things 

rnro the Magiſtrate; I bave "” the grounds, with be = 
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> 


a, | 
of the Mapiſttater bat whieh 51 neneof bus, 
1 ans not ignorant ' of the oft en wrging of that word of | Chriſt, 
Luke 14.23, Compel themto come nz-alrbhgh/ir 5; 45 ofrqn 
abvuſcd fr the rea! intention of owr Lord thergin » Which #5: a 
Minferial compulſion by the Goſpe {=invir ation, to us prov periſh» 
ing Gemriles;vhe high att of Gods grace that ſuch a compulſron'ss 
come ortho #5, - | |; 
I have endeavoured plainneſs ( as becomes the Miniſtry of the 
| New- Teſtament) and brevity, that [0 4 li:tle time might give you 
th reatong theresf. h tha: the Gol of Gras: ( w:0 hath begun 
bis wonders among [ #5) wonid b. pleaſed to engage the Power, of 
this Common-wealth wholly 10 dt avow the clam of any intereſt 
in D-minien, (tat [0 clearty and undoubied'y is our Lo-ds Prero- 
Fat-ve ) that you mig't become a Pattern to the N ating roun1 
ov, and by your prattice preach this to all he wor/d, That Rule 
iri Divine things belongs to che Lord; doubrleſs if xt convince 
them not git (ball b: a witneſs againf them; for on this account ſhall 
the Na'10ns be broken, and thr breach will be griewons and in» 
enrable. Tou being once more come to fir at ſtern in1his Common 
wealth; Woe knows bur t' at God bath been proving and refining 
you that {o you by whom he b-gan the work intheſe Nations, 
w'g1 be honoured by bim 1boue all th:rs in the farther perf-Q- 
gg of «t? O- be not high-minded, but fear, humble your ſelves, 
yo walk with Gol, tnow who it is chat hath entruſted you, and 
fear b fore him 3 be wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Dyves, ſo 
an4y you expelt « bleſſing from Heaven, your endeavours crowns 


8d bb here «»d hereafter; So prajech he who for Zions ſake 


vaunet bold his peace: 
— 
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» | Thedecifion of the great Point in 
F Controverlic, (7...) The Intereſt of Chriſt and 

= the Magiſtrates in the Rule and Govern- 

1 ment in this World. 

- 

e 
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| Preſented to the Supreem Anthority, the Parliament of the Com- 
mon-wealth of England, 


Hat Jeſus Chriſt is Lord of all, A 10; 36, R-m- 
- 'Y0.124 is without all queſtion l tuppoſe) ro 
all whoown the Scriptures of truth: Thar he 
1s exalted and made Hed over all, to rhe 
. Charch, Eo ,1.20,21,22. and that he hach tie 
-:Gorertimenc of the Worldin his hand , Marth. 28.18, al- 
* though chis be not ſo viſibly made manifeſt as in the fulne(s 
- of trmieit ſhall be, Heb.2, S. w: do x9 yet ſee all things under 
_bim;by faich we believe it asit's mace manifeſt in his Word. 
And it is asunqueſtionable, That the Powers and Mai. 
"Graces of this World have from, aud under him a right: of 
'v Rule and Governmenc committed tothem , in which they 
oughr to be fairhful : And in as nuich as 1t 1s a great Point 
d now in controverſie, What Power it is that theLord harh ex- 
(tended ro Magiſtrates, & what are the limications & bounds 
hereof; And, Whar it is he hath reſerved to himl(clf; Or, 
herherher he hath reſerved any thing in point of Go» 
ernment to himielr or no, or comm: eeed all to the Magi- 
te, both Eccletiaſtical as __ as Givik My Work will be 
Z 30 
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in theſe enſting lines tobe diſcourfing and diſcovering the 
rruth jm this matter; and 1 cannot reaſonably ſuppole (ir 
being a matrcer of ſuch great concernment ) that it ſhould 
be caken any orherwiſe chen acceptably , it being no more 
(as1 amin conſcience convinced) then the diſcharge of 
my/duty tothe Lord, and the Magiſtrates under whom 1 ÞIy,; 
hve. 

And asco the Point in hand , Ifay, 1: That Jeſus Chriſt 
(to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given ) hath 
commuted an Authoritative Power andRule to Magiſtrates } uv 
inthis World, till his coming again from Heaven; the truth 
of this 15 evidenced by the Word of Truth, Prov. 8. 15,16. 
By me Kinos rergn , and Pronees CO By me Proxces p 
ruie, and Nobles , even all the Judge: of the carth, Rom.'12, 1. 

There is no Power but «of God, th: Powers that be are ordained « 
Ged; So that the Magiſterial Power is ordained of God,and 
by himic is they cule,(-.e.) By his Ordinance and Appoint= Yrz, 
ment. 

Yer 2ly. Chriſt hath reſerved a Room and Place of Rule 
for himfetſelf in and over che World ; hence he is ſaid to 
be Lori of all, Lord of quick and dead; Head over all cothe 
Church, and over all Principality and Power, and eviry Name 
that is named, nor o»e1y in this world, but likewiſe ir that which 
& to come; ſo that the great query now will be, What Power 
it is}the Lord hath given to the Magiſtrate,and what it is he 
hath reſerved to himſelf; the deciding whereof yyill be. of 
great and fingular concernment at this day. | 

1. What he hath given co the Magiſtrate, and that is Aus 
thority and Power to rule over men, {#.e.) To rule over rhe, 
Bodies and Eftates of men for good, and noorher, + —4*! 

And 2. That which he hath reſerved co himſelf lieth eſ-p | 
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pecially in theſe four things : 
1. The Powerof a ſecretand invifible ordering and djit- 
poling of all Governments, to carry on, and 'bring ab#out 
his own delign for his own glory and his Churches-gegvd; 
Hence be js ſaid to beHead over all things to theChurch, $ 
- 2, He hath reſerved the Povver of pulling down. ,, nd 
| | (ting 
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(3 
ſting up of whom. he will, 3, 4-17, Hence it is that he 
wmakech changes in the Worldly Governments, to the end 
they might know. that the Lord doth rule, and that they 
do rule by him, and ſhould rule for him; | | 

3, He hath reſerved co himſelf the Power of calling all 
Magiſtrates to account at the great day of Account, in 
which they muſt be judged according to their diſcharge of 
that Authority and Truſt commitrred ro them, and repoſed 
nthem: Theie (1 —_— every one that hath any awe 
irfear of God will acknowlege. 

Bur 4p. Chriſt hath reſerved all ſpiritual cauſes relating 
wmarters of Faith and Worſhip to himſelf, and hath be- 

ted no Civil £9. cm" or Power in Farth vvith this; 
tie proving of vvhich will prove the firſt Aﬀertion, (6.e.) 
That the Truſt committed to Magiſtrates is over the Bodies 
nd Eſtates of men, and nootherwiſe; Therefore to prove 
y[ſhall preſent ſeveral convincing grounds. 

1. There is no New-Teſtament Scriptare preſents us 
mh the Lords giving up of Authority to Worldly Magi- 
fates in matters Eccleftaſtical, Ge) Things in, and rela- 
nz ro matters of Worſhip , that clearly relate to conſci- 
if ſo, Hencel reaſon, That Authority which Chrift 
th no where given to Magiſtrates, he hath reſerved to 
aſelf; bur this of ruling of, and over the conſcience, is 
where committed by Chriſt co man , (.e.) to Civil Ma» 
rates, therefore he hath reſerved it ro himſelf. 

& May-we nor ſappoſe that the Scrijture intends Spiritual 

Ecclefcaſtical Concernments , as well as Civil, whenis fwith, 

be we foals be ſubjet to every Ordinance of man for the 

ſak:, &c, 

It is without queſtion to,be underftood in civil things 

ly), there being no Magiftrates then bur ſuch as were ci- 

r]ews or Heathens; if ſubieftion in Divine things had 

t witended, the Apoſtle in that ſaying (and in all others 
calls for ſubje&@ing to Ma iſtraces) muſt neceffarily 

eraught them either to be Jews or Heathens in point of 
)[up;forthe Command of the Jewiſh Magiſtrates wenlls 


. 
beto the Old Teſftament-Ceremonies;and of the Gentiles, 
co their Idoll Temples, if to any thing in Worſhip; fo that 
i_squeſtionleſs, That it was in civil chings that ſubjetion, Þ , 
is required, | | 

2, Ground; In that Chriſts Kingdom 5s not of this world, 
(s.c.) of the Worldly Government that he hath committed 
romenzthen certainly it muſt be ſome where, (5.e.) in the 
conſciences of his People, there is Chriſts reign; and doubt- 

Jeſs to deny this, (5.e.) The Rule of Chriſt by his Word and 
Spirit in the hearts of his people, and over them in matters 
of Worſhip, isatenet very near of kin to Atheiſm, 

3. In that he bath lefr in Scripture clear and abſolute 
Rules for his people to walk by in point of Faith & Wor- 
ſhip, unto which it 1s their duty totake heed until his (e- 
cond coming, Math. 28.18 19. John 14.15. & chap. 15.14, 
From whence I reaſon thus : | 
* Thar if Chriſt hath left Commands and Rules to his 
People as to mattersof Faith and Praftice, then he hath re- 
ſerved Authority from the Magiſtrate in this matter. But 
that he hath left Commands and Rules to his people in this 
matterjs clear,in which it is their duty to obey him; there- 
fore he hath not commured this Authority to the; Magi- 
ſtrare; for the Magiſtrate may (and that probably too) con- 
tradi& Chriſts Commands; therefore Chriſt hath peeverit- 
ed that extremity , in referving to himſelf Auchoricy and Y. 
Rule in Divine things: Hence it is that when Chriſts Law, 
and the Magiſtrates Will hath come in Competition z t};ae 
Anſwer is ſtated for us, Ats 5.39. Whether ir be right m tfhy 
Sght of” God to hearken wnto you more ther God, judge ye. 

4+ This trtith appears, in that Jeſus Chriſt will judg/; his} 

eople-in-the diy of Account, according to his Word that 

being che Rule by which chey, are. co walk, and by whichic Y 
gas they muſt be judged, 7obn 12;48. Aud mmnihe keeping theref 
there ſhell begren reward, Pſ'/19,' 11. Rev,u2.14. Therefore 
.he hath not. committed this: Authority to Magittrates , leſt 
.they ſhogld turn them aljde from the righteous Rule, 


And 


wb 4 


6 | NE 
And indeed it ſeems to me to be ridiculons and nnreafo- 
nable for any one to ſuppoſe that the Lord hath given up 
his people to the Wills of men in matters of Worſhip, and 


et will jud-e cl t walking according to his Wil 
/ TS Word; this were (indeed)to make him a hard Maſtery 


and to lay impoſſibility upon his guy 
5. As we do nor find that Chriſt hath any where reſigned 
his Authority tothe Magiſtrate, ſo neither do we find at a- 
ny time, or in any caſe, the Lord to dire& hispeople to 
the Mafiſtrare for ny, Do decermining Divine 
things, but the contrary, ("F#.to the Scripttire, 1/ay.$.20. 
Joh.5,39-27 im.3.15.&ro hisMiniſters with the church, A *.15 
6. It Authority in Divine things were committed to 
the Magiſtrate, it muſt be neceſſary to know to what Magi- 
ftcate it is committed, whether to all Magiſtrates im all Na+ 
tions alike 3 if ſo, then theſe two impieties will follow z 
1. That.the Lord hath ſubjefted his word and will to the 
| pc w—A of Heathen and profane Magiſtrates. Or, 21y, 
is people totheir wills in point of VVorſhip. Or 2ly, It ic 
be toſome Magiſtrates, and not to all, (i.-,) coChriſtian 
Magiſtrates, then the douDdt will be, to whom of them it is, 
there being many ſuppoſing themſelves to beChriſtian Ma- 


Fiſtrates, and all think chemſelves to be in the truth, and 


oft of them think themſelves concerned to make provi- 
fion for V Vorſhip , and togaxerciſe their Power in theſe 
things:and (indeed) the Lord having committed no ſuch 


"thing to any Magiſtrate, there is as much ground for one to 


claim it; as the other, The Papiſt (uppoſes all cruth co be 
there, and perfecutes the Proteſtant under the notion of 
Hereticks. The Proteſtant ſuppoſes the Papiſt ro be out, and 
himſelf to be in the right, and perſecutes the Papiſt : and 
thus this very principle throws the World into confuſion, 
every one that can zet into Pcwer is ready to make, or (at 


leaſt) ro think himſelf an abſolute, god in and vuver all cau- 


ſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil; and doubtleſs) it con- 

cerns that Magiſtrate thar is moſt enlightened jn Divine 

Truth, to be fucſt in rejeFing and renouncing this auchori- 
| B 
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wy in Divine things; for (doubtleſs) the moſt enlightened 
and reformed Proteſtant-Magiſtrate, walking by this Rule, 
(i.e) Authority in Divine things, c, doth juſtifie all others 
a their practices, there being as much rule for the one as 
the other; and ſoit is the ready way for Magiſtrates to be: 
contracting the fin and guilt of all che civil Magiftrates,and 
of all the blood that hatch been ſhed on this account, 

7. If Authority in divine things were committgd to the 
Magiſtrates, this would withoutall controvertte put an end 
to the ſufferings of the Saints, for if this power were giver 

men, then it would be the Saipts duty ro ſubmit mito! 

J themscken whence, and to what purpole areall thoſe ſay 
ings of Chriſt in Scripture to ſtrengthen-his people againſt; 
and to comfort them in perſecution, 7att.5- Lrk, 6. {8b.16, 

F it were true indeed that Magiſtrates had received this py 
wer from above, then they do well in exerciſing of it ſuta« 
ble to their underſtanding, and in puniſhing thoſe that will 
not ſubmit; and the Lords people do ill, and are juſtly pei= 
ſecuted for not performing their duty,how then ſhall they 
be bleſsed in their ſuffering ? So then that Principle and 
PraRice that juſtiheth Magiſtrates in a way of perſecution, 
and condemneth Saints under the notion of Hereticks for 
their ſuffering for Chriſt, cannot be of God,&c. So that 
from-theſe grounds I undoubtedly conclude, That Jetus 

Chriſt, hath. reſerved” ro himſelf the power of governing \. 


and ruling.in,.and over-his-people in all Divine ana Reti= 
gious coucerniments and hath not reigned it toany Mngti- 
ſerial power on earth. 

3. And finally, we findit clearly (rated in the Scripture, 
that Chriſt hath committed his Authority in matters rela- 
ting to VVorlhip, to his Church,and not to the Magiſtte; 
Hence Chriſt having ſtated his own power, Marr.2$,18. He 

Fe promiſeth his preſ&ne&wirh his Church tothe end of the 
world, ver.20. therefore in caſe of offence he dire&s his to 
tell it tothe Church, Matr.18.17. there being no higher ap- 
peal on Earth for Believers in divine things; and as the 
Ghurch, ſo is its Government diſtin from the world, and 
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the worldly Government ; fo _ chat Magiſtrate that af- 
ſumes this Authority to himſelf, robs the Church of that 
_ authority her Lord hath given her,and the authocity Chriſc 
- hath letc in his church 1s ſpiritually to be exerciſed ; all 

church-cenſures reach@rR"In ORE” iT: extent to reject 
- and calc out cothe world and to Satan, from whence they 
camegnort co nfl: Docu panikmgnes , bur toendeavour 
in all che (AVINg of che ſoul, that the fl:jh might be deſtroyed, 
"an+ the [pirit might b:Tavid inthe day of the Lor | Jeſus. And 
i" as much as-che Lord-knowsthar his church might err in 
matter of judgement and cenſure about divine things, 
therefore he hath communicated a power of judgement to 
the church to be exerciſed according to their light & faith 
in divine Record, yet hath reſerved to himſelf che power 
of judging, and thateven of all the churches judgements 
and ations, to be made manifeſt in the day of Chriſt. 

Obj. God having once commited the power of judging and ex= 
eontir'y of his Divine will in point of worſhip to th Magiſtracy 
of the Jews, ( #m the Old-Teſtament-Mmiſtration) why may we 
mot conclude, it remains 4 duty under the goſpel, in as wuch as we 
find no repeal of that Anthori:y? 

Anſ: God owning them as they-were the natural ſeed of _ 
 "Abrabamzto be a National church, he made that Church & 
#$cate one, which is not, nor c2nnot be ſo in the Golpe: 
cmetenow owns the ſpiricual ſeed inchs GalpelChurch, 
an FCovenane;-And fiirther, as he madethat Church and 
Scate one, ſo he gave the Judicial and Political Law clear 
tothem, and clearly (rated the Magiſtrates duty on char 
behalf, but no ſuch thing under the Goſpel. 

2. Theauthority of the Magiſcrate under that Miniſtra- 
tion, was typical, and a yrarar; Chriſt. the great Lozd 
and-Law-giver in the Go pel-miiſtration; for the annoin- 
el Othce of Prieſt and King/ lead to Chriſt the annointed 
one; {o that when Chriſt was come, and had ſuffered and 
conquered in, and by hs (uffering, he put an end to that 
Miniſcration, and repealed Prieſthood-government,, and 
that whole miniſtrationz ſo that whoeyer pleads Magi- 
B 2 {rates 
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frrates anthority in Eccclefiaicical cauſes from the Jewiſh 
con{tirution, doth ( conſequently ) deny Chriſt to be come 
in the fleſh, and takes his Government from him'; ſo thac 
we nightly underſtanding the Government of the Old Te- 
ftament-Magiſtrates, ſhould rightly be informed to whom 
the Right of Rulein Divine things, and Eccleſiaſtical con- 
cernments do now belong, na hxiſt.,. into whom 
. the magiſteriaL.pamer.gf..the Old. Teſtament.jzs naturally 
and properly ditiolv'd as the type into the ſubſrance. 


g,1s it not the Magiſtrates duty to fee tozand take care of 
the performance of rit tabſe, and toſee that the will 
of Chriſt (contained therein) be done by the peopie? 


A, Doubtlels it. is not any part of his charge or work, 
and that from the Reaſons already minded; and further, I 
might truly ſay , Thar as man is a reaſonable creature, to 
Gads-may of working to Divine undertakings , 1s by the 
3lumipatiug of his undeiftanding thiough his Word and 
_ Spirit, thar ſo he-might be ble to givea reaſon of his hope, 
and ſerve in Divine things m the liberty of the Goſpel, not 
having his underſtanding captivated to the will of ano- 
ther, | 
q. Whence ſhonld ariſe this great miſtake, as denLtleſs if it be 


a wiſtake, it a preat and dangerous one? 


A. Tgnorance and Pride uſhered in this miſtake, and that 


is it which {ill endeavours to keep it on foot. 

1. Tgnerance: this ordinarily is the mother of all (in; and 
lyeth at the bottom of all miſchiefs, Chriſt was put to- death 
through Ignorance, 1 Cor. 2.8. and-it is through Ignorance 
men put him to death in his Authority, and pur to dear 
- thoſe that own him in his Authority, Joh» 16. 2, 3. 1c 4 (ſaith 
Chriſt) becauſe they have not known the Father, nor me. 

2, Pride flowing from Ignorance, and a deſire of felf-exal- 
tation : Pride of Magiſtrates, and pride of Miniſters, accom- 
panied ſometimes with miſtaken zeal, and ſometimes wirh 
enmity, and deſire of revenge, on thoſe who ſubmit not to 
their wills; witneſs the truth of this, That Perſon or people 
' whoever, that concludes it the Magiſtrates duty to compel ro 

6 Oar. ak pon Religion. 


(9) 
Religion think withaſl its meet they ſhould be nppermoſt ts 
be preſcribing Laws for others. This proclaims it co be a 
proud, ſelfiſh principle, men while under will nor like it, bur 
when over will exerciſer, this is pride, and a defireof domi- 
nation ; for all ſorts of people in the world, diſlikes with, and 
complaines of a coercive power in matters Spiritnal and Di- 
vine; unleſs it be when themſelves have the ruling power, 
and ire gotcen uppermoſ} ; Proteſtants complain ot Papitts, 
8nd Papiſts of Proteſtants where they are under, and Nor- 
Conformiſts of both; but him chat is uppermoſt will rule, 

q. Put what is th: evil and danger incurred, by ta ing thi 
eutrority if ordering ant ſerling things velating totke worſhip of 
God, with a coercive Power. 

Anſw.. 1. It isan intruding into that which they have no 
right unto, and doubtleſsir is as open a wrong to: Jeſus Chriſt, 
asit is for one Prince to invade anothers- Territories, and 
take away his dominion from him, under pretence of love 
to him, a ſad ſign and ſymptome of an aſpiring minde, when 
when men will not be content with what God hath allotted 
them, and not only to be undermining one another to make 
themſelyes greater, but they dare adventure on- the crown 
and dignity of Jeſus Chriſt, 

. 2. Magiſtrates by this PraRtice do not only intrude them» 

ſelves into his authoricy, where they bave no right , but lixe- 
'wiſe muſt neceſſarily expoſe themſelves to the great danger 
of contraQting the guilt of the b ood of ſouls upon them- 
ſelves, And that (firſt) becauſe compulſion by a coercive 


power neceſſarily makes a world of Hypocrites and Forma- 


lits; and'T5" Teceives them wich the name and ſuppoſition 
of Chriſtians and beleevers, when they are ſtrangers to it ; 
"whereas otherwiſe through the ſpreading forth of truth in the 
Goſpel-light , they might in an ordinary way be brought trn- 
ly co look afrer God. Or ſecondly, in caſe the Magiſtrate err 
himſelf, in the Religion ſer up by him ( as its —— if he do 
not ) and ſo compel to his own will in ſtead: of the- will of 
Chriſt, he.may be inttrumearal to deſtroy ſouls in deterring 
them from cotng with che truth, and. compelling them to 
doſe yvith his error. 3, By 


F. By this the Magiltrate.proctaims himſelf (in effe&) to be 
£ infallible, in judging and determining univerſally, in marterg 
or” RaIgion, which 15 proper only to Jefus Chrilt, and ſo exaly 
AB fl charts talled God, even above jeſus Chriſt, 
tn that which is his Prerogative alone, ad fo ar leaſt actains tg 
the badgeand livery of Antichriſt. This is judged ſo to be, 
by all reformed Churches, and therefore they apply it to the 
Popeor Papal power on this account ( #, e, ) his uſurping @ 
wer & rule over the Conſciences of the people, and perſe- 
ting all that differ from them, ard how choſe who walk in 
the ſame ſteps (only their opinion changed in matter of Re- 
gion) will acquit themſelves from the ſame guilt, I leave tg 
emſelyes to judge. 

* 4. It is that which derogates from the liberty of the Go- 
ſpel which Chriſt hath purchaſed by his own blood for his peo- 
ple that they mighe not be the /eryants of wen.in divine things, 
May vve rationally iippole that Chriſt hath delivered his peo- 
ple from the old Teſtament-Bondage 3 ( that vvas ordained 

of God himſelf) ro deliver them up to the povver and vvills 

of men, andit may be too, of ſuch men as knovy not God, 
:rstrue, God hath rather choſen to ſubjeR his children to the 
vvills of men in ſuffering.,.then._ in ſeryingin divine things, if 
-Chriſc haTTefc his peaple in this mater to the vvills of men, 
the Goſpel liberty had been much vvorſe then ther of the 
Lavv; David vyhenhe vvasto chuſe, vyould rather fall into the 
-hands of God, then into the hands of men, becauſe he is mer. 
ciul; and ſo tender vvas Paxl ot derogating from the Goſpel- 
ker chac notyyithſcanding he vvas infallibly inſpired, yet 

Fuldeps noc this -povver to himſelf, of having Dominion over 

:the fair is Brethren, 2 Cor.2.24, | 

F. The Magiſtrate by this means neceſſarily expoſeth him- 

ſelt to the danger of 'perſecuting Chriſt , For (Firſt) we may 

yea, we mult ſuppoſe a poſſibility for Magiſtrates to erre, e- 

ſpecially in divine things, being liable co centations-and ſnares 

aboveother men, and if they miſsin the leaſt hint or part of 
truth, and ſo compel from any part of truth to their own er- 
ror, and perſecute thoſe that cannot in conſcience RO 

GE on i Tr | doudt- 
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wabrlefs they become perſecurorsof Chriſt. And (Secondly) 
x may have grounds for all that I know, to judge and hope, . 


hat the Lord may have a people that are precious to him, in 
ad under alf apprehenſions in Chriſtian profeſſion , Cwho 
Wold che head) and truely then 'it concerns the Magiſtrate 
look toir, and to ſuccour and detend all in all forts of 

ofeſlion, rather then to gerſecute any one of Chrilts lictle 


qnes.; the dar ger of this ſee Afar. 1 


8. 6, 


'6 As of Rapes and force on the body, in order to bodi- 

hſornication, are judged by the law to beaQs of higheſt of- 

knce , even fellony deſerving death ; but know that a&ts 0 

h:ce upon the ſoul, to ſpiritual fornication (which is done on 

ill chat are forced by a Magiſterial Coerſive power to thatin 
worſhip, which is contrary to conſcience) is'a worſe and more 
lingero2s force. or Rape , then that. on the body-to outward: 
wdily fornication, For (ficſt) the ſoul is the more ſublime 
ud divine part of man. And (ſecondly) a bodily rape may. 
te(as its generally judged) without ſin in the party that is vi- 
gently ſfurprized ; but this of the ſpiritual force, who ever 
conquered by it (ins againſt God , though the thing may be 
lwful co which he may be compelled, yer co Titi its (10, being 
lone againſt faich and conſcience” tr SRLeTE is not of 
kith is fin, ſ@ that to ſet up a coercive power in Religious 
kutrers, is the likelieſt and ſureſt way in- the world, tolay a 
receſſicy of (inning , or ſuffering , upon all con!ciencious 


ple. 


_ 7. Thisa@ in the Proteſtant Magiſtrates , far exceeds that 
nthe papal, and ſo it becomes a force of the higheſt nature, 


lor the Papiſt ſaith to all, That they muſt believe as the Church, . 


believes, i.e. the Pope and his Clergy , and to accompliſh 


X this , he keeps them ignorant; permits not the Scripture in 
tieir own language, to the end they may believe as the Church# 


> 


\ 


| 
F 


lieves; the common people ſhall know but what che Church, 
fill tell them, and ſo are kept ignorant, and their forceis. 
mithout trouble, for they think they do well, c. But the Pro; 
eſtanc ſeems to go furcher. The Scripcure ſhall be tranſlar.d 
tto the mocher tongue, that every one may readit; the 


peopie - 


* 
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people ſhall be preſſed to buy bibles to ſearch the Scriptures, WW 
to finde out the minde of God, Fc. and when all is done, they. | 
#/ muſt till believe as. the Church b:lieves, 5. e. as the Miniſter, "FW 1 
eo Maglrate ſhall conclude. Ir is49.invite to_ ſearch, and. 
ce wich their own eyes, and yet compell co believe what ano- 
ther ſees, doubclels irs not onely an irreligious , but an irra- 
tionaTthing to allow people to fearch and know, yet will pux 
out their eyes and compel them to ſee wich others. 
I quere whecher it would not be a leſſer evil (Pope-like) to 
keep the Bible in an'unknown tongue, and fo keep the peo- 
ple ignorant , then to allow.the Bibles, and compeil to walk 
z contrary to the light and truth apprehended therein ; I mean 
to the powers thus ating, I OY Oy kings, be 
- inftructed ye Judges of the earth, kiſs the Son leſt he be aw 
gry,&c. 
8. The Magiſtrate by this, neceſſirily expoſeth himſelf to 
the greater buſineſs in point of Government, and that unne- 
ceſſary and needleſs buſineſs too ;, Such for which he will have 
no thank in the day of the | ord, notwithſtanding he may un- 
dertake it through miſtaken zeal ( being perſwaded thereto, 
that its his duty to take care for the obſervation of the firlt 
table, yet it belongs not co him, being no pare of that which 
is committed to his care; by reaſon of which he doth not one- 
ly imyloy himſelf about what he hath noughe co do , but 
probably throagh his zeal in this, negle&s the work he is in- 
truſted with": See P/a/.82 3,4. Doubtleſs if Magiſtrates 
were rjizhtly learned in this truth, it would caſe them of much 
burden and care in and about what they ſuppoſe 1themſelves 
concernedin, and ſet their hearts more fo the work they are 
rightly Talled unto, 
9. By this means Magiſtrates and others ſay a foundation 
of perſecution to themſelves and their poſterity , for'it it be 
lawful for them to uſe a coerſive pover in Religious things to- 
wards others, then by che ſame rule of reaſon its lawful for 
another power (if it ſhould ariſe ) whoſe apprehenſion may 
be differing from theirs, to compell them and theirs contrary 
to their conſciences to that Religion be ic what it will, ſo chey 
ſuppoſe it co detruth : And fo, 10 It 


p 


" 


res. RA Jibs 4 92 (8.48 | (13 ) , 

vÞ&. - rot Ttdeſtroys that golden rule of righteouſneſs to be ob- 
"Tf fervedof all, as ye would chat men ſhould do to you, {o do 
$ ye.to then, EC. 


E* 23., And finally, The Mogiirares by this means, muſt ne: 


ceſlarily , expoſe themſelves: to- the greater judgement in the 
Gay of account when they'ſhall haye not 6nely ro-account for 
the-bodys gnd eſtates of men ,.bue for the-ſouls of men and 
for the wrong deneto Chriſt and to his tender Lambs. '- Oh. 
how. doth.ir congern; Magittrates :as well as others, to take 

heed ot. beapipg, and mren/wring af of wrath againſt the day 4 


' wrats and pe: dition of ;nngorly- men; But to remember the wor 


of Chriſt, ar. 23, 35. 


. 06+}, Probably jr may be *objeted ( notwithſtanding all 
thac bath been ſaid,; we judge it co be-ovr. duty to take the care. 
of ,Gods,worſhip, and weare:fo.perſwaded by divines : That 
it is che firſt work we ſhould be about to prefer Gods concern- 
ments before our own , if we miſcarry:in it, the danger will 
be to our ſelves, for we-own Chriſt to-be-above us, and ex- 
pe& rogiye-an account to-him for whar we do in divinechings, 
aſwell as civil, and therefore muſt adventure our account for. 
the one as well as the other. 

Anfw. The firſt, 5. e. Government in civil concernments, is 
clearly commicted to the Magiſtrates, and cherefore maybe 


+ lawfully and comfortably undertaken, with an expeCtation of 


ſtanding in the day of cryal, s. e, of choſe that have been con= 
ſcientious and faithful tro God in the diſcharge of thac cruſt, 
but as for divine concernments that is -alrogerher intruded in- 
to, and therefore an account muſt be given for the very a& of 
undertaki':g and entering into , or ho of that power, 
thac is not berruſted wich any Magiſtrate on earth, and is 
therefore as clearly an a&t of treaſon (againſt the King of 
Kings) co enter upon and take his kingdom from him , as it is 


' fora ſubjeRt (though in prerence of love) without any rule or 


reaſon, to endearyor to take the Kingdome and Government 
from his prince , therefore let Magiſtrates learn to content 
themſelves with' wbart God bath given them., and let the Lord 
alone with what be hath reſery - himſelf. | 


0bj, 


—_— | 
633. The Apoſtle ſaich, That Magiſtrates are for the praiſe __ 
of chem that do well, e. | +5 97 | oil 
- Anſw. Its rruethey ſhould be fo, s. +. chat walk civitly,and' 
orderly in [rare the _ - pou hates which 
bye , jp-avil relpecs ;* the Apotle intetids noc_ divine 
4 we for fagiliraces were ebladcbens, bhe asro thingy 
co this life,: do nor think'thar' there 'was ever a Ma- 
ney yet inthe world,-no-not among the heathen , burie' 
dſo much of the authority of God Rampr' uponit, thatie' 
was in'ic ſelf for the praife of rbem that'did well; '5.'e:' The! 
that walked righteouſlyand in offenſively'sn 3 civit acconnt;! 
However all-men, 3."e. Magiſtraces have failed thac have med=: 
led with chings divine, making that one-Pert of their work,and 
particular 'ats of unrighreonſneſs' on the outward account 
mighc and may be'commirted*(and eden, of 
'E 


why, wy 62 


througtrignorance or unrighteouſneſs in che Law-miakers,/or' 
ſuch us* did erece chem ; bur'I; do norjudpe chit ever there 
tath bren'#ny ior en aurhority'in che world "but hath 
coviritenanced'civil righteouſneſiamongſt,men , and diſcoun-' 
tenianced'unrighreoufneſs , and' {0 it-bath been for” the praiſe' 
of then chat to well; . oy b y2 5 Haws 

Q. If che caſe be thus, What thenis the Magiſtrates duty: 


wa —— Se 5 1. 2 29.4; 7 By: 7 


in Religious matrers ? 'hach he nothing ar. all-co! Yo init ? 
»"Ai:Av a'M fe double kad noi any wdy of 


reſtrainifig from, or of compelling toany Religion ir bes 
- ingtheE6rdswork; and > che bireh from above}! _ 
there can be noencranceinto the Kingdom. As a Chri- 
ſtan, he ought co walkaccording tothe rule of Trath him” 
ſelf; accordrug ro his light and faith , and ro proce and! 
defend all in the peaceable profeſſion of what they believe” * 
co be the truth of God : Commending and - preferring 
«the holy Scriprures, -incouraging-all ro a coniciencivus 
ſearching ofter, and living according to, the will of the 
Lord therein revealed. Icy 
* But as foyſuch principles and aCtions, as are cleerly fin- 
ful,and-nort any matter of conſcience; be ic contrary'to 


the itt or fecond. Table, as fiycecing, carfing, and tumul- 


1 


15). | 
tuous diſobedience, or what-ever cleerly flowes frons cor- 
upt and degenerated Nature, and i$'contrary to the Law 
of Nature is ſelf; 1 judge is the Magiſttares duty eo take 
opnizance of :'F by che origina}bF _ (ſerial power was 
Fo corre& the” exorbitancie of 'man Rap haRE ; thal 
ſo they mighe1ive peaceible' together; For had not, thaft 
fallen; rhefe hd need of Maziſtracy, bur man be- 
ing fallen, racie was ordained of God, for the puniſh- 
ment of the evill doers nrthis eſtate; and there was no a+ 
ther end, tot is there” any* belier. wotk for Magiſtrates 
though God did fora riitecommir a fore ro the typical 
Magiltracy” of the/Jews, Which"Tead td Chriſt, and is ( as 
bath already beenfaid) natively tevotyettinro Chriſt, and 
all-chings of the caleſtial and foul-eoncernment, is. in his 
hand ; '{othatthe work and tary of Magiltrares , as Ma- 
gftrates; Tſhall prefent in'teſe Scriprures, Pla. $2.3,4, De- 
fend the pidy, and fatherteſs ;, de Juſtive to the af ited ard needy ; 
bliver the poor ahd needy, rid them out of the hang of the withed: 
25 © 4.4, + 4: 5 Sunda | 
Q. 1s it not the Magiſtrates dury to puniſh Blaſphemy 2? 
© A; Huppdſcit 8, being rightly underſtood what. Blal- 
hcniyis; norwhar mentall or fuggeſt to be Blaſphemy : 
laſphemy being'evill; 6r wicked fpeaking,' or curling ei-- 
of God bt tian: 'And rhis+do Judge”, char the Magi- 
trace ought to make proviſioniagainſt,” it being no matter 
of conſcience, bur palpable wickedneſs, to ſpeak evill of, 
o curTetither God or men;though Ido not think it ſhould 
be puniſhed with death, as in the Old Teſtament, (i,e.) 
Blaſphemy againſt God , that Church and Stare being 
pical, and the cenſuresare to be exerciſed by Chriſt in 
the Church here, cutting off from the Church , and will 
te eternally judged by Chriſt kerteafcer, if repentance pre- 
z ſent not. | = 
And further, it ſeems tobethat which is ſeated as a Law 
n Nature, and thatin the Heathen in this caſe, ro preſerve 
the honor of their gods, much more of a proteſſing Chri- 
tian Magiſtrate, As 19. 37. which cannot be , if this of 
> Ts Blaſ- 


ping be; pag. ar $ lens cats chere wal 19 
Fog SE HENhenso compell cothe'Worſhip ofti 
Kh Te 1d-the preg ching ef another ay, þ tor in A 
oo nou 3c Robbers of, Church Gb, 
ry 8 ei png if conlecrared places.,. nor. bl leiphems | 

” - thi NEC ks naught againſt chem ; ſo chat, 

- - ©" avoid, (tg conclude) it behoves. Magiſtrates colu\en Fr 
ſip-& uncothis, onely | etthem be beedhy ull what, they 
EfHpieix , let they, themſelyes, th res 
petlons have 2. \6 Ne ar 
Vine, although. it, A things oo re [ 
coetmens hlopco be chetruth of wat pc gh | 

MIT, Lemiſta en their, Zug a $ nding, 
«IPNen Feels IC . ht io beteiy” 

to WS Why w, che ( REL ang "uh : ſandy, 
oP) Ffateth,, This ce OATS ard, 1 leave walr 
you Kon IF that may be of uſe uneg you. if 300 tbratedy ! 
al Tim6Rt af! Magiftraces have alzumed Chyiſts Wong, 
and che Peoplehave fhoen willing:co pur) ſoz inſomychs.; 


| | li People in the work "1; "a % 
| hoon CNN POP "Yer, bur the "May nila þ 
re ies, And thisl j _ eto be one part of the nb, 


8 day, tO untwylt chis knot, i.e, uni of Chur M 
ah ole: "_ the Gppred 89 free, Amen. _ |. = 
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